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ABSTRACT ' -
2411 liberal arts courses at Macomb County Cogmunity
College vhere teacher contact with students exceeded the hours for
vhich students obtained academic credit were examined, and
comparisons were made with five neighboring universities and eight
neéighboring community colleges. Macomb's praétice of paying for
additional teachipg time out of general revenues was found to be the
most usual practice among the schools in the sample. However, for
every course at Macomb in which the contact-credit hour ratio
exceeded 1:1, at least one post- secondary institutiod in the sample,
usual}y a university, had a contact-credit hour ratio cogpsiderably
lower than Macomb's., If' Macomb adopted a lower contact credit hour\\
ratio, considerable savings would result; because instructors would
be generating .more credit hours per-full teaching load. Calculating
according to the lowest ratios of the ¢olleges in the sample, -

7.504 would have been the savings in 11bera1 arts, for 197u -75.
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Tne coJ]ege subsidizes a considerab]e amount of teaching for which
rt receives no fund1ng from the student or from the state. There are many
courses where the hours a teacher 1s in contact With h1s students exceed
the hours for wnich the students obtain acadenic credit;hin eacnh of these
cases, the cof]ege pays for thisqadditional teaching time dut of general
revenues. For instance, in Physical Education activities courses, such
as tennis or swimming, the college pays for two teacher contact hours ;
' the student and the state pay for only one. Obviously if the gap between,
» contact and credit hounrs were narrowed the coflege would save. However,
two questions must be answered 1) ]s Macomb's practhe the usual one at »
most Michigan colleges? 2) are there'Michigan colleges where the contact-
credit hour ra&io is cgpsiderab?y Tower than Macomb's for parallel courses? '
‘ .~A11 liberal arts courses where contact exceetled credit nours in 1974-
75 were examined and comparisons were made with fﬁve neighboring universities
and eight ne1ghbor1ng community colleges. 1 As 1t‘turned out Macomb's
pnact1ce in assigning excess contact hours was the mos t usua] one in our

samp]e However, wide var1an¢e ex1sts and we found that there was at leqst

one post- secondary institution in our sample, usually a un1vers1ty, which

.
——-—//

.had a contact-cred1t hour ratio considerably 1ower than Macomb's. If

’

Macomb adopted th1s 1ower contact credit hour.ratio, cons1derab1e sav1ng
would. result. In Phys1ca1 Educat1on act1v1t1es courses aione, the co]lege
would have saved 5104 ,229 by moving to Eastern Michigan's 1:1 ratio. In
1iberd1 arts courses, -total saving by moving'Macnmb s courses to the low
po1nt in the range would have been 5357,504. The savings would have re-
su]ted from the fact that each instructor teaching a course in a 1aBoratory :

. ' -
_— science, in studip art or in language, music or physical education would
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[ERJi:‘ 1Nestern, Eastern, Wayne§ Michigan State} ;akland, Oaklang CC, St.Clair CC,

Schoolcraft, Washtenaw, Mott, Wayne CC, Dgita 3
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have been generating more credit hours per full teaehing.load; For instance, -
two Chemist?y 118'5 were a full load: 14 centact, but on]y 8 credit hours.

Under the new system it would take 3 such courses to add up to a full 1oad

15 contact 12 crédit hours/2

$357,504 would have baen the savings only in liberal arfs and only . ]'

for 1974-75. The savings'now would be higher bgcause more sections are
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offered. In ad typn, tne sav1ngs would probably increase

jg' 1) if our s§mp1e were en]arged to include all Michigan post -secondary

1

1nst1tut1ons As a result, the low po1nt in the contact-credit
‘ nour range woald in all probébi]ity be lowered for some courses;
2) if the 104 Macomb courses in occupational areas where contact
" exceed credit hour's were considered;
_ 3) if we added a Yactor that would account for, additional courses $tudents
might take bétau$e they were going to school fewer hours for the )
‘same academic credit. ’ ) | ‘ 3
" Finally, what of tne argume%tség;inst this reduction of contact
hours? It is not possible to argue that it increases teacher 1oad,'
because it ddés not. Nor is it possible to argue that it is educationally
~unsound, because all changes woufa be in conformity Witn regioné] educa-

2

tional practice.
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2Because the savings would be in extra contractua] and part-time pay, only
these funes were used 1n mak%ng our ca]cu]at1 ns .
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. FISCAL YEAR 74-78
. 'y
tact Cregit Howur Low Point , Collages in Savings by Moving
Crpitie at Facors of iy Sweleat i Ratie to )
74.78 __Rnge Low Peint Low Point
SUT™H CoPUs . ’ ‘ . .
‘ se1ot . N
1]
Pology 100 1.9 % O P - Mjk_é Michigan : $ ll,ll\
’ L]
Rlelogy 110 1.7 1,00 Michigsn Stats Q.E )
' olegy 120 R 1.9 Vestarn Michigen 6,671 ~
ptolegy 290 2.0 1,28 Wichigin Stata, St. Clatr CCC, benry dord T PRL) .
) 167 1.9 € Michigan, Mott CCC, Kayne CCC 3,30 o \
M . 1.6 . 0 agtarn n A
’ tolegy 100 2,00 L6 rott ¢CC )] \
* Oreuiptry 103 118 1,28 tadhern Michigan 2,23
Chemigtry 104 1.78 1,28 Eastern Michigan - 5,559
. . »
Chesistry 117, 118 1.8 1.2 , St. Clatr CCC 18,344
) Quwaistry 20, 231, 232 1.50 1,40 Jott CCC, Wayne CCC, Michigan State 567
50 1.0 Oakland CC, Eastern Michigan, 5,559
Gaslogy W11, 112 ! *  yayne State, Oakland University
) 1.50 1.20 Oaklend University : 5,559
Mysics 110 .
Pysics 120 1.50 1,20 Oakland University 3,338
Mytcs 210 1,50 Y20 __Zsee telow N2 .
Mric 1.9 1.20 Zoee Below 559
Scenca 101 ’ 1.9 1.1 Delts €6 _ \ 2,085
sclence 102 1.80 1.13 pelta CC (153
R .
AN Activity Cowrses 2,00 00 ¢ Eagtern Michigan . o858
N 1E0 ATS .
A1) Studie Art Courtes 2.00 1.00 _ Mayne CCC 8,773
¥ 4 Longuiee 1,28 1.00 Every College in Sarple + 20,383 *
v Gencart Ovelr 3,00 1.00 Mayne CCC, Washtenaw CCC 926
Tota) Sowth Comps _$269,120
‘ CENTER CHOUS
. $CIEmE )
* slelay 100 1,78 1.9 estarn Michigan - 406
Sleloay 110 178 1.00 Michigan State 1,
Sietegy 120 1.5 1.9 westarn Mithigan N 834
- -~
Sielegy 220 ! 1.50 1.40 Oakland University 185
Bisleey 2% 1.5 1.00 Vaghtensw CCC ' \ 8,08 -
4 1.50 1.00 Vayne State, Wayne CCC, Delts CC Y 3 .
Selo 20 Uuzrw\u ccc, St. Clafr €CC
2.0 1,38 Eastern Michigan 9,7)-\.
,  Shemisty 103 _;___9!‘\
. Owaiytry 104 .00 1,38 fastern Michigan 2,18 ,
Chesigtry 107 2,00 1,20 _St, Glair CCC 2,968
. o Owmigtry 108 2.0 1.20 st. Clafr ccc : . 1,482
IHYSICAL EOUCATION
. A ’ A
ALY Activity Coyrigy _2,00 1.0 fastern Richiqan ! ¥, '
MR MTS -0
! »
A) WA Coverey « S L% .00 ___ng other ‘colleqes offered these courses 5,095
A1) Studte Arg Covered 2,00 1,00 Wayne CCC 1,18
TN el comoporna” ‘ A . . 3 s
' - 1 ~
¢ o TN : y $357,504
. ‘ \ [y Ty
T5eme s hive sccurred since thMs time, bt thay'were not takes drte c
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dats for tha curreat year i3 availadle.

Nure ware ro mmh'mrux 1n the sample, 38 the some ratie was vsed a3 in Physics 110 and 120,
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onsideratisn. The study cammot be wpéated wnti] the financial,




